AP Biology Summer Assignment
Dear Prospective AP Biology Students and Parents:

Welcome to AP Biology!  I am looking forward to our class.  This course has been certified by the College Board and is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology course.  The textbooks and labs used for AP Biology are those used by many colleges.  This course will involve an in depth study of numerous biological topics with an emphasis on: evolution, biochemistry, cellular and molecular biology, genetics, plant and animal science, and ecology.
AP Biology is a demanding, work intensive, college-level, academic class; much will be expected from students taking the course. It will be quick paced, cover significant amounts of material, and be heavy on homework, reading, and test preparation.  All students are capable of being successful in AP Biology if they are willing to put the time, work, and effort into the course. There is a lot of support available in and out of the AP Biology classroom.  There will be structured study sessions available outside of class, and I will provide extra help at any time.  
If you have any questions or concerns, I can be reached over the summer by email at leone.se@easthartford.org.  I will be checking that email on a weekly basis.  Until June 18th, I can also be reached at EHHS at 860.622.5200.  
Enjoy your summer!
Mrs. Stacy Leone (
Please return the bottom portion of this page to me in room 222 before FRIDAY JUNE 12, 2015.

AP Student Statement of Commitment
By signing below, I confirm that I have received and will complete my summer assignment.  I have reviewed and understand the expectations of AP Biology and am willing to put the time and effort into the course to be successful.  I understand that failure to complete the summer assignment may result in my removal from the class.

____________________________
_______________________________   __________________

Student Name



Signature



      Date

AP Parent/Guardian Statement of Support 

By signing below, I confirm that my son/daughter has received and will complete their summer assignment.  I have reviewed the expectations of AP Biology with my son/daughter and will provide them with the home-based support and encouragement they need for success.  I understand that failure to complete the summer assignment may result in the removal of my son/daughter from the class.
___________________________________
________________________________  ______________

Parent/Guardian Name(s) 


Signature(s)



       Date

Parents/Guardians: Please provide me with your email address and/or phone number so that I may keep you informed.

Email:  
Phone:
AP Biology Summer Assignment

The summer assignment for AP Biology comes in 3 parts. It has been designed for the following purposes:
· To expand your vocabulary by familiarizing you with terms that we will be using in class.
· To introduce you to major concepts from AP Biology.
· To expose you to the expectation of individual work that is required in this course.

· To have you earn three strong grades to help you begin the first quarter with confidence.
Part 1: E-mail Assignment 

Purpose: This assignment is to make sure that you and I will begin the year being able to communicate with each other effectively, and to provide me with some information about you so I will be better equipped to help you throughout the year.
Task: Send an e-mail to me following these rules:

1. Use clearly written, full sentences. Do not abbreviate words like you are texting a friend. Use spell check! This is a professional communication like you would have with a college professor, so let’s practice for your rapidly nearing future!

2. Address it to me at: leone.se@easthartford.org
3. Make the Subject: “AP Bio: Introduction to <Insert Your Name Here>” (Do not include the quote marks or the brackets, just the words.)

4. Begin the e-mail with a formal salutation, like “Mrs. Leone,” or “Dear Mrs. Leone”.
5. Now introduce yourself (your name) and tell me a little bit about yourself, like:
· What do you like to do (hobbies, sports, music, interests, etc.)?
· Do you have a job?
· Tell me a little bit about your family (Mom? Dad? Guardian? Siblings? Pets?) 
· Was there anything that you liked about your earlier biology class?
· Who was your teacher for your earlier biology class?
· What are your future plans?  College?  Career interest?
· What are you looking forward to the most in AP Biology?

· What are you most anxious about in AP Biology?

6. End the e-mail with a formal closing: “Cordially”, “Sincerely”, “Warm regards”, etc. and add your name as if you signed a letter.
7. Send the email to me.  The due date is by FRIDAY JULY 10, 2015.

Part 2: Human Impact Portfolio

As human beings, we have a unique ability to impact the biosphere more than any other living organism.  There are several examples of such human impact that can be seen in our world today.  To study this, you are going to create a portfolio of articles from various sources (newspaper, magazine, journals, etc.) to learn about the impact that humans have on other living things.  The articles must be current, which means they are no more than one year old, and from a reliable source.  You must provide the printed article with its source (this can be the website URL or an MLA citation).  For each article you must write a paragraph summary and a paragraph response.  

Your response should be based off of the following prompts: 

· What do you think about this issue?  

· Why is it important that people know about this issue?  

· What do you think should be done about this issue?  

· What actions will you take as a result of learning about this issue?

You must include at least 5 articles on 5 different topics in your portfolio.    Below you will find a list of topics to look for.  This is not an all inclusive list; however 3 of your articles must be related to the topics on this list.  

· Climate Change

· Ocean Acidification

· Invasive Species

· Increasing Human Population

· Eutrophication and Algal Blooms

· Deforestation

· Threats to Biodiversity

· Overexploitation of Resources

Part 3: Animal Behavior
Complete the attached reading guide for Chapter 51 in the Campbell AP Biology book.  
